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SUB J : IMMINENT RELEASE OF HIGH INTEREST POLITICAL PRISONER - 
ARTURO VILA VELLA 

REF: A) SANTIAGO 9869 (NOTAL, B) STATE 272840 C) STATE 290400(NOTAL) 

1 . WE HAVE RECEIVED WORD FROM TWO RELIABLE SOURCES THAT 
ARTURO VILA VELLA ARAUJO WILL BE UNCONDITIONALLY RELEASED 
FROM DETENTION WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. VILA VELLA, AN 
EX-MIR LEADER WITH A MEDICAL PROBLEM (REF A), HAS BECOME 

A CAUSE CELEBRE INTERNATIONALLY. HE WAS ONE OF FIVE HIGH 
INTEREST CASES RAISED IN REF B AND THE SUBJECT OF A SEPARATE 
CABLE (REF C). 

2. THE RED CROSS AND NORWEIGAN EMBASSY HAVE TAKEN THE LEAD 
IN SEEKING A RESOLUTION OF VILA VELLA'S SITUATION. WE HAVE 
JUST LEARNED FROM THEM THAT VILA VELLA IS EXPECTED TO BE 
RELEASED WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. HE WILL PROBABLY TRAVEL 
TO NORWAY. 

3. VILA VELLA IS IN SATISFACTORY HEALTH BUT FURTHER 
SURGERY FOR HIS GALLBLADDER PROBLEMS MAY BE IN ORDER. 
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AWARE OF EXAGGERATED CLAIMS ABOUT VILA VELLA CIRCULATING 
ABROAD, THE GOC HAD BEEN RELUCTANT TO LET HIM GO UNTIL 
WHATEVER MEDICAL TREATMENT INDICATED HAD BEEN COMPLETED 
AND HIS HEALTH WAS GOOD. VILAVELLA, HOWEVER, PURPORTEDLY 
FEARED HE WOULD BE KILLED ON THE OPERATING TABLE. PRE- 
SUMABLE HE WAS ALSO AWARE OF HIS STRONG NEGOTIATING POSITION. 
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4. COMMENT: THE GOC WILL HAVE TAKEN A WISE DECISION IF 
IT FREES VILA VELLA. WITHIN CHILE THE CASE HAS BEEN 
CHAMPIONED QUIETLY AND DISCREETLY BY THE ICRC, AND THE 
GOC HAS COME TO RELY MORE AND MORE ON THE RED CROSS FOR 
DISPASSIONATE TREATMENT OF CHILE'S HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS. 

LANDAU 
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